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Roger Dodger, You Old Codger

FAQ # 294 Roger who? When an operator receiving a formal message copies it accurately,
he confirms his reception with one word — “Roger.” No, it doesn’t matter what the name of
the sending operator is. It doesn’t matter to whom the message is addressed. The signature
has no influence on this response.

“Roger” means “Roger.” It only needs to be said once. “Roger, Roger” is redundant. On CW,
it’s “R” — sometimes spelled Q-S-L.

Roger, of course, comes from the old phonetics for “R,” and “R” means “received.” It
doesn’t mean “Yes.” (That’s “Affirmative.”) It doesn’t even mean, “Will comply.” (That would
be “Wilco.”) In today’s phonetic alphabet, | suppose it could be said, “I’ll Romeo that,” but
that’s notin common use. So “Roger” it is.

What’s important to remember is what’s behind the response. It means the receiver
has copied the message exactly as it was sent. If he or she knows the address is wrong, it’s
still copied it as sent. If there’s a spelling or grammatical error in the text (and thisisn’t
easy), the receiver still copies it exactly as itis sent. If there’s a mistake in the wording -
such as an unnecessary “x-ray” after an ARL numbered text —itis ignored and copied word-
for-word. Obvious typo? Maybe not. The text remains constant. Only then can the receiving
station respond with that famous word — “Roger.” Upon correct copy, all that's needed from
the receiver thenis just a “Roger” and his call sign.

Getting the message passed perfectly should make the sender jolly — but | guess the
Jolly Roger is a symbol for something else. 73 - KSLGU/STM-WI
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