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From the Section Manager

Hello, everyone!   

Is this the late May edition or the 

early June edition of the 

newsletter?  It’s both.  It’s also my 

last newsletter as your Section 

Manager, because, Beginning 

July 1, Myron Oestreich, KB9STB, 

will be running the show. 

I slipped in one more hamfest 

before stepping down.  It was 

great to see everyone in Green 

Bay!  It was another good turnout 

there with approximately 300 

people in attendance.   

Looks like I’ll slip in one more Field Day before I go as well.  I will be 

monitoring field day activities for any messages you want to send my 

way.  As always, I’ll do my best to respond in a timely fashion.  You 

can send via Winlink RMS, through one of the scheduled section 

nets, the MBO, or you can find me on the air directly (the latter might 

take a little pre-planning).  Looking forward to hearing from you. 

In other news, we have a newly appointed Emergency Coordinator 

for Waushara and Marquette Counties.  Joel Brophy, KE9AEI, has 

taken over those counties effective May 18.  He replaces George 

Lampere, AB9CQ, who decided to step down from that role.  Thank 

you, George, for your service, and thank you, Joel, for stepping up! 

 

Looking back at the past four years, I made my first appearance as 

Section Manager in Onalaska and my final appearance on the 
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opposite side of the state in 

Green Bay.   Over time, all the 

stops I’ve made around the state 

have really made this a great 

experience.  I want to thank you 

all for that.  You’ve invited me to 

your events and meetings, or 

you’ve just bothered to stop and 

have a conversation.  Through 

those connections, and the work 

of our volunteer appointees, we 

have accomplished a lot. 

I’m happy to have Myron getting 

ready to take the lead for a while.  

I am confident that he will do a 

great job and I’m excited to see what he has in store for us.  I’m working with him to get him up 

to speed and will continue to support him, and the section, however I can, in the future.  I don’t 

plan to disappear completely!  

Until next time, 73! 

 

 
Wisconsin ARES/RACES Net 

 

To bring more interest to the WI ARES/RACES HF net, it has been suggested to post 
the upcoming month net subjects in the WI ARRL Newsletter. This would allow all 
members more time to think about and give more input on the subjects.   
 
For June subjects are: 

• June 7: Will your group operate on Field Day: Where, how many stations and 
what power and antennas will your team be using. 

• June 14.  Mini Exercise: Mid net, properly pass the net to another station to 
assume Net Control. 

• June 21.  Ask each station: What specific training they’d like to practice on the 
net. 

• June 28: Monthly EC report- What did your unit accomplish in the month of June.   
 
We would like all members with General class or higher to participate in the net.  In the 
near future we will be polling all WI ARES/RACES members to find out how to increase 
check-ins.   
 
This net is a great learning opportunity.  Each week we have formal traffic that provides 
training on a specific subject and practice passing formal traffic simultaneously.  You 



can then bring this formal traffic to your local nets.  This way all members get the same 
information and traffic practice. 
 
In addition, if you are an EC and cannot make the net, please feel free to ask one of 
your members to bring your report to the net.  This way we can share ideas on what is 
working across the state and others may adopt your good practices in their counties. 
 
73 
Stan K9STN WI ARES/RACES HF Net Manager 

 
 

WAS-250 Report 
Gary Sutcliffe, W9XT 

 
Wisconsin completed its first week in the ARRL America250 – WAS-250 event in April. Despite 
several solar flares and generally disturbed radio conditions, “Team Wisconsin” handed out over 
5700 QSOs as W1AW/9.  The team operated on 160-10 meters using CW, SSB, and digital 
modes to give as many stations as possible the chance to work Wisconsin to complete their 
2026 W1AW/# Worked All States Award. 
 
Operators for the first weekend were Ralph Hendrickson, KC9LBO; Gregg Lengling, W9DHI; 
Gary Sutcliffe, W9XT; Bob Johnson, W9XY; Donna VanBlaricom, WB9TFF; Gil VanBlaricom, 
WB9TFH; Jim Fitzpatrick, WI9WI, and Vic Shier, WT9Q. 
 
Wisconsin’s next W1AW/9 operating week starts October 21. Contact W9XT at 
w9xt@unifiedmicro.com if you would like to participate. 
 

 
 

Ozaukee Radio Club Spring Swapfest
April 25, 2026, Cedarburg Wisconsin

Tom Czaja, Assistant Wisconsin Section Manager

The Ozaukee County Radio Club, an ARRL Special Service Club and an ARRL Maxim Society member, 
held another successful swapfest on April 25, 2026, at the 
Ascension Columbia-St. Mary’s Center in Cedarburg 
Wisconsin.   280 tickets were sold and 46 vendors participated 
in the event.  The ARRL Wisconsin Section had a table at the 
event, and I want to thank those who stopped by to say hi and 
those who renewed their membership.  It was a pleasure 
talking to all of you.  I also want to thank Patrick Moretti, 
KA1RB, an ARRL Assistant Director, for his participation at the 
swapfest.  There was plenty of networking and it was great to 
see new hams and prospective hams at the swapfest.  Julia 
Nawrot, KB9WBQ, was the lucky winner of the Grand Prize, a 
Yaesu FT-70DR.   The ORC will be holding their Fall Swapfest 
in September.  The date has not yet been confirmed but will be 
posted on their website once it is confirmed.  Thanks to 
Swapfest Chair Tom Trethewey, KC9ONY, and his team for 
their hard work putting together another great swapfest! 

mailto:w9xt@unifiedmicro.com


 

 

 

 

 



 

2026 is the ARRL Year of the Club 

In case you haven’t heard, 2026 has been labeled the 

“Year of the Club” by the ARRL, and there are a lot of 

fun activities planned.  They created a full webpage 

associated with the event which explains it better than I 

can.   

Year of the Club Website 

 

 

Wisconsin Section Field Services Position Openings 

The follwing field positions are still waiting to be filled: 

• NEW LISTING – Affiliated Club Coordinator  

• Section Youth Coordinator 

• District Emergency Coordinator – Northwest District 

• District Emergency Coordinator – West Central 

District 

• Net Control Station – Badger Emergency Net & 

Wisconsin Sideband Net 

• Emergency Coordinator – Several 

Contact the Section Manager for further information. 

 

 

New Club Resources 

There is a new version of the Active Club Primer posted on the ARRL website.  

This document offers a lot of good guidance for club success and is worth a 

look.   

There is also a new Convention and Hamfest Primer that has been 

published. 

Both are excellent and up to date resources for clubs! 

 
 

 
 

https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
mailto:kc9fxe@arrl.org?subject=I%20am%20interested%20in%20one%20of%20the%20WI%20Section%20Field%20Positions
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Clubs/ARRL%20Club%20Primer-rev%20March%202025.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/Hamfest/ARRL%20Conventions%20and%20Hamfest%20Primer.pdf


New Ham?  No problem! 

If you are a new ham or know a new ham, the ARRL has a web page full of resources to help a 

new ham get started.  The ARRL is also offering an Operating Manual to new members to help 

them get started. 

Visit the new ham resources page at: https://www.arrl.org/new-ham-resources 

 

 

 

FCC Amateur Radio license Renewal Help 

Check out these helpful resources to help you through the renewal process:  

• Easy to follow website with instructions and screenshots by W0IS: 

https://w0is.com/LicenseRenewal/FCCRenewalInstructions.htm 

• ARRL Website: https://www.arrl.org/cores-uls-

registration 

• Video featuring ARRL VEC Department Manager 

Maria Somma, AB1FM. You’ll also hear from ARRL 

VEC “expert” Josh Nance on a few common issues 

he tends to help folks out with over the phone:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DI8nmjRJjg4  

 

From Myron Oestreich, KB9STB, Section Public Information Coordinator: 

Greetings Wisconsin hams!   I'm writing this month's article from the middle of the Pacific Ocean 

while the XYL and I are enjoying a cruise of Mexico.  This month's PIC submission will be a bit 

more abbreviated and will have a little reflection as well.  

https://www.arrl.org/new-ham-resources
https://w0is.com/LicenseRenewal/FCCRenewalInstructions.htm
https://www.arrl.org/cores-uls-registration
https://www.arrl.org/cores-uls-registration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DI8nmjRJjg4


 

Events wise, we do have Field Day coming up at the end of the month. For those that work Field 

Day annually, they know that while it's a lot of work it is still a good time.  There are local groups 

that registered their Field Day location on ARRL's Field Day map, and for that we thank you.  Is 

your group participating?  We wish all of you the best for Field Day.  

 

There are hamfests coming up throughout the summer - South Milwaukee, Baraboo and 

others.  Hamfests are great ways to network with fellow hams while both supporting local clubs 

and getting some shopping for odds and ends taken care of.  

 

I did say I was going to keep this month's submission shorter, and I'm going to stick to that. I did 

want to take a moment to thank you for stopping by monthly to read what was shared. I do hope 

you gained some knowledge or wisdom from it.  I also want to thank you for the support during 

my time as Public Information Coordinator.  I know it's a blanket thank you, but I don’t want to 

start naming individuals and miss someone accidentally. I absolutely loved coming out to the 

Hamfests and talking to everyone, and I look forward to keeping the hamfest rounds going.  

 

In my (slightly biased) opinion, as a section, we're in a pretty good place. I'm excited to see what 

the future holds.  

 

Next month, I'll talk more about me and the business side of things for the section. That article is 

on about its 20th revision already, and I'm sure it will change again a few times before the next 

newsletter.  

 

73 all, and thank you again.  

From Etienne Robitaille, K9ZN, Section Youth Coordinator: 

Thank You 

As I prepare to leave for college, it has become time to conclude my service as Wisconsin 

Section Youth Coordinator, I would like to take a moment to express my gratitude to everyone 

who made the past four years such a rewarding experience. 

When I first took on this role at the age of 12, I never could have imagined the opportunities it 

would provide. What began as a chance to help promote amateur radio among young people 

quickly grew into an experience that shaped my development as an operator, leader, mentor, 

and communicator. 

Over the years, I had the privilege of contributing to newsletters, participating in state-wide 

forums, helping clubs develop youth outreach initiatives, assisting educators interested in 

bringing amateur radio into their schools, and working with organizations throughout Wisconsin 

to encourage youth involvement in our hobby. 



None of this would have been possible without the trust and support of the Wisconsin amateur 

radio community. I am deeply grateful to the Section Managers (Both Patrick and Jason) who 

gave me the opportunity to contribute in a meaningful way. Their willingness to invest in youth 

and provide guidance allowed me to grow far beyond what I expected when I first received my 

appointment. 

I would also like to thank the many club leaders, volunteers, mentors, teachers, and fellow 

operators who welcomed me into meetings, listened to my ideas, and worked alongside me on 

countless projects. Amateur radio is unique because of the people who make up our 

community, and I have been fortunate to learn from some truly exceptional individuals. Their 

knowledge, encouragement, and friendship have had a lasting impact on me. 

The experiences I gained through amateur radio helped shape many of the opportunities I have 

pursued throughout high school; the leadership, technical skills, public speaking experience, 

and confidence I developed while serving as Youth Coordinator have influenced my involvement 

in robotics, engineering, STEM outreach, and many other activities. As I begin my studies in 

mechanical engineering this fall, I know that the lessons I learned through amateur radio will 

continue to serve me well. 

While my time as Section Youth Coordinator is coming to an end, my involvement in amateur 

radio is not. I look forward to remaining active in the hobby and continuing to support youth 

operators whenever possible. Amateur radio has given me far more than I could ever repay, and 

I hope to help ensure that future generations have the same opportunities that I was fortunate 

enough to receive. 

My final duty as Section Youth Coordinator will be working closely with the incoming Section 

Manager to help identify and transition a new Section Youth Coordinator. My hope is to find 

someone who is passionate about amateur radio, eager to engage with young operators, and 

excited to continue expanding youth involvement throughout Wisconsin. The future of our hobby 

depends on investing in the next generation, and I am committed to helping ensure that this 

important work continues long after me. For anyone interested, please contact me at 

et.k9zn@icloud.com. 

Thank you to everyone who supported me throughout these six years. It has been a 

tremendous honor to serve the Wisconsin Section, and I will always be grateful for the 

opportunity. 

73, 

Étienne Robitaille - K9ZN 

 

From Kyle Schaefer, KC9SDK, Section Emergency Coordinator: 

No Report. 

  

mailto:et.k9zn@icloud.com


From East Central District ARES: 

The East Central ARES/RACES District has been busy with the April 13-22 Wolf/Embarrass 

River floods. 

In Outagamie County, two members of Outagamie ARES have been in the EOC to assist in 

coordination of volunteer resources, situational awareness and recovery planning on Monday 

and Tuesday April 20 and 21. 

On Wednesday April 22, several members of Outagamie ARES, the Outagamie County CERT 

and the Calumet County VEST teamed up with village and county officials to perform damage 

assessment in the Village of Shiocton. Shiocton was ravaged by flood waters from the Wolf 

River. After a refresher Just-In-Time training from the East Central WEM Director Steve Fenske, 

the team worked great together and covered 400 homes in about four hours. 

Thursday, we got a short break while waiting for flood waters to recede. 

Friday, ARES members from Waupaca, Waushara, Portage and Outagamie Counties teamed 

up with Outagamie CERT, Fremont and Weyauwega fire fighters to perform damage 

assessment in the Village of Fremont WI. Between 0900 and 1400, all accessible homes 

affected by the floods were surveyed. Some homes that were inaccessible and will be covered 

by the Fire Department after the waters recede further. 

Saturday on to New London which was badly flooded earlier. Waupaca, Waushara, Outagamie 

ARES members along with Calumet County Vest, Outagamie County CERT, Waupaca and 

Outagamie Emergency Managers, Red Cross volunteers and team leaders from New London 

Fire Department performed damage assessment. What was expected to take two days was 

completed in one. Good communications were a key to the quick completion. 

Key takeaways: These county teams have practiced on many joint planned events and SETs 

over the years, so integration was easy. All teams have great working relationships with their 

respective Emergency Managers and local officials. 

 



Section Traffic Manager Report

  

APRIL 2026 
NTS 

 
FAQ #297 What's the why and how of the National Traffic System? Maybe you've heard 
or participated in our section nets labeled part of the NTS. You probably already know 
that “during disasters or other emergencies radiograms are used to communicate 
information critical to saving lives or property, or to inquire about the health or welfare of 
a disaster victim.” It's one reason the FCC calls it the Amateur Radio Service [Rules 
Part 97.1 (a)] and Part (d) refers to “a reservoir of trained operators.” 
 
The National Traffic System (NTS) is the structure that moves traffic from origin to 
destination using and training amateur operators to (1) handle written traffic and (2) 
participate in directed nets. These objectives are the underlying foundations of the NTS. 
It's “an organized effort with an easily understood plan that uses modern methods of 
network traffic handling,” according to the ARRL, and it works. 
 
So how does it work? The relay system which started in 1914, became the ARRL, and 
set up transcontinental routes for traffic by relays is alive today. It works because of 
agreement. Operators agree to meet at specific times. They agree to follow 
standardized procedures and use standard formats (e.g. NTS, ICS213) developed over 
time. They use common terminology and mutually accepted phonetics They agree on 
goals of learning to pass messages efficiently. On nets, stations agree to follow the 
direction of the Net Control Station without question or comment if directions are 
understood. Participants agree that their time and effort in training is worthwhile.  
 
Every day, routing messages from local nets to section to area to TCC and back to 
area, section, and then local exercises and maintains the system while providing 
operators with training. It works. 
 
It may not be easy to practice everything in the NTS, but those who respect it and invest 
their time and effort find it rewarding. The system works. It helps to see the big picture, 
but it requires a good understanding of its local application, too. Be part of it if you can. - 
K9LGU/STM 
 
 

STM Report - Wisconsin Section -  May 2026 
 

FAQ #298 Your Field Day Message  How do I send a message on Field Day?   You 
want the bonus points. It’s part of the FD experience. It’s easy to do.  So how do you 
format and send that special FD message to your Section Manager or Section 
Emergency Coordinator? 
 



To get credit for your message, it must be sent during FD in proper form.  For NTS 
format, the preamble should have a number, precedence, station of origin, check, place 
of origin, and date.  The text should include the name of your group, number of 
participants, and number of ARES members.  It should have a signature of someone 
representing your group – perhaps your club president, Field Day chairman, or 
Emergency Coordinator. 
 
Here’s a sample: 
 

N
R 
Precede
nce 

Station CK Origin Time  Date 

1 ROUTINE W9MQB 26 JEFFERSON, 
WI  

1801Z 06/27/26 

 KYLE SCHAEFER KC9SDK   

 SECTION EMERGENCY 
COORDINATOR  

 

 113 Falcon Crest  
 Black Earth, WI 53515   

  
TRI COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

WITH JEFFERSON COUNTY ARES PARTICIPATING 
IN FIELD DAY NORTH OF 

JEFFERSON COUNTY  FAIR GROUNDS WITH 
18 OPERATORS 12 ARES MEMBERS 

73   KD9BDL / EC    Jefferson County 
 
In an ICS213 message, it could look like this starting with block #1. 

FIELD DAY EXERCISE  

KYLE SCHAEFER KC9SDK  SECTION EMERGENCY COORDINATOR 

KD9BDL  JEFFERSON COUNTY EC  

MSG NR 1 IN 26 GROUPS - FIELD DAY OPERATIONS  

06/27/26 1301 LOCAL    

TRI COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

WITH JEFFERSON COUNTY ARES PARTICIPATING 

IN FIELD DAY NORTH OF 

JEFFERSON COUNTY  FAIR GROUNDS WITH 

18 OPERATORS 12 ARES MEMBERS 

73     

   MIKE BIRCH   KD9BDL/EC 

 

If you voice your message, ask if the receiver is ready and don't speak too fast.  Use 
proper procedural words.  Send your message any time during the Field Day period.  
Check into a net or find a traffic handler. You don’t need to find the actual recipient.  



Just get the message into the system and keep track of when and to whom it's sent..  
It’s always good to practice traffic handling, and Field Day is another great chance. 
That's the real bonus.  Good luck.  – K9LGU/STM - WI 
 
 
…and don’t forget about our nets: 
 

 

We have been made aware of the following members who have become silent keys since the 
last publication: 
 

• Herb Hager, W9LWD, of Wisconsin Rapids – view obituary 
 
If you become aware of a silent key, from our section, please contact the Section Manager or 
Assistant Section Manager, Tom Czaja, KG9EE with the details. 
 
 

 
June 20, 2026 – FCARC Sunshine Swapfest 
 Sponsor: Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club 
 Location: Oshkosh, WI 
 Website: https://fcarc.club/  
 
  

https://taylorfuneralhome.net/obituaries/herbert-hager
mailto:kc9fxe@arrl.org?subject=Silent%20Key%20Report
mailto:tczaja@tcsprime.com?subject=Silent%20Key%20Report
https://fcarc.club/


July 11, 2026 – WI9SM Hamfest 
 Sponsor: South Milwaukee Amateur Radio Club 
 Location: Oak Creek, WI 
 Website:  http://wi9sm.org 
 
August 29, 2026 – CVARC 2026 Hamfest 
 Sponsor: Chippewa Valley Amateur Radio Club 
 Location: Bloomer, WI 
 Website: https://w9cva.org/hamfest 
 
August 29, 2026 – Circus City Hamfest 
 Sponsor: Yellow Thunder Amateur Radio Club 
 Location: Baraboo, WI 
 Website: http://yellowthunder.org 
 
October 10, 2026 – Wisconsin ARES Conference 
 Sponsor: Wisconsin ARES 
 Location: Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
 Website: https://wi-arrl.org/events/ 
 
October 17, 2026 – Hidden Valleys Amateur Radio Club Free Hamfest 
 Sponsor: HVARC 
 Location: Lancaster, WI 
 Website: None given 
 
November 8, 2026 – FCARC Hamfest 
 Sponsor: Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club 
 Location: Oshkosh, WI 
 Website: http://fcarc.club 

*** See these items and additional Section information on the ARRL WI Section website. *** 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ARRL Wisconsin Section 

Section Manager: Jason Spetz, KC9FXE 

kc9fxe@arrl.org 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

http://wi9sm.org/
https://w9cva.org/hamfest
http://yellowthunder.org/
https://wi-arrl.org/events/
http://fcarc.club/
https://wi-arrl.org/
mailto:kc9fxe@arrl.org?subject=Newsletter


 

WISCONSIN SECTION MONTHLY NET ACTIVITY 

APR 2026 

NET QNI 

CHECK-

INS 

QTC 

TRAFFIC 

QTR 

TIME 

SSNS 

SESSIONS 

NM 

NET 

MANAGER 

BWN 1053 1475 3219 30 K9LUK 

BEN 294 190 438 30 NX9K 

WSBN 402 110 555 30 AG9G 

WSSN 148 51 321 30 KB9ROB 

WIN/E 116 131 223 30 WB9ICH 

WIN/L 148 43 223 30 W9RTP 

WI 

ARES/RACES 

HF 

40 8 81 4 K9STN 

WI 

ARES/RACES 

VHF 

32 0 51 1 KA9KJE 

WI 

ARES/RACES 

DIGITAL 

268 1760 8640 6 KD9USW 

totals 2501 3768 13751 191 
 

 



 

STATION ACTIVITY SUMMARY APR 2026 

STATION ORIG RCVD SENT DLVD ATT TOTAL 

NX9K 295 70 380 0 0 745 - BPL 

WB9WKO 0 342 241 3 0 586 - BPL 

AG9G 0 250 162 0 0 412 

N9VC 0 138 38 0 0 176 

KC9UC 0 61 89 0 0 130 

K9LGU 0 32 52 1 0 85 

WJ9L 0 33 34 4 2 73 

KB9ROB 0 47 10 5 9 71 

KC9FXE 0 11 12 6 0 29 

W9RTP 0 22 3 1 1 27 

WB9ICH 0 23 2 0 0 25 

W9RNA 0 4 1 2 3 10 

KK9D 0 4 1 4 0 9 

KA9KJE 2 4 1 0 0 7 

 

WISCONSIN SECTION P S H R SUMMARY APR 2026 

POSSIBLE 

POINTS > 

40  

nets 

40 

tfc 

30 

appt 

5 /hr. 

sked 

events 

5 /hr. 

emrg 

events 

10ea 

bbs/ 

web pg 

 

station 1 2 3 4 5 6 T 



N9VC 40 40 30 245 0 20 375 

AG9G 40 40 30 35 0 0 145 

K9LGU 40 40 30 10 25 0 145 

KC9FXE 36 29 20 25 15 10 125 

WB9WKO 40 40 30 10 10 0 120 

NX9K 40 40 20 0 0 0 100 

KC9UC 40 40 10 0 0 0 90 

 

 



 

Here's how to report your activity to your STM: 

 https://wi-arrl.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/SAR-Reporting.pdf 

 

 

Learn about the Public Service Honor Roll at: 

https://www.arrl.org/public-service-honor-roll 

 

https://wi-arrl.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/SAR-Reporting.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/public-service-honor-roll

