WNA Meeting June 6 ,2026

The quarterly meeting of the Wisconsin Nets Association, Ltd. was called to order by NX9K at
4:00 PM on 3985 KHz. The purpose of the WNA was reviewed.

Roll: Chair: NX9K, Secretary: KBOROB, Treasurer: N9VC, Members-at-Large: WB9ICH,
KOSTN SM: KCOFXE STM: KOLGU, ASTM:N9VC.

BWN: AG9G — DELEGATE -

BEN: NX9K/NM -

WSBN: AG9G/NM -

WSSN: KBOROB/NM —

WIN/E: WBOICH/NM -

WIN/L: NONE

WARES HF: K9STN

WARES VHF: NONE

WARES DIGITAL: NONE

VISITORS: WJ9L, WBO9WKO, ACOF

KB9ROB: Minutes from the meeting of 3-7-26 have been emailed. Motion to approve minutes
(K9LGU, K9STN) — Carried

NX9K, Chair - The next quarterly meeting will be 9/12 with elections .

Secretary's Report — KBOROB — No reports since last meeting

N9VC: Treasurer's Report- Balance $350 has not changed. Motion to accept (AG9G,
WBO9ICH) — Carried.

K9LGU: Section Traffic Manager Report —
1. “Operators start your engines...” Under poor conditions, use your equipment to its
fullest extent. That means be familiar with pre-amps, tuning, filters, and speech
processing. Sometimes, just a bit more audio is enough to cover the noise.

2. “Ready?” Don't forget to ask if a receiving station is ready for the message you are
about to send.

3. As you voice a message, and say “break” both before and after the text, use that
“Break” to actually listen for an interruption from the receiving op. For example, getting
a fill on the address at the first break actually saves time. By the way, in an address the
use of the ITU phonetic alphabet still applies. It's “Initial N November” not “N as in
north” and “Initial S Sierra” not “S as in south.”

4. “Next?” If the net control sends you off frequency to handle traffic, remember to listen
there first and ask if a frequency is in use. If it's busy, keep tuning in the same
direction you moved from the net and ask again.

5. “Wait just a minute.” After passing traffic off frequency, wait there and listen before
returning to the net. The net control may have sent other stations to join you.

6. On any net, if a message is sent to all net members, each station is responsible for the
full message and should be able to forward it error-free. The sender should provide fills
until each receiving operator has the full message.

7. Just as each net participant must get recognized by the net control before doing any
net business (usually by saying their call sign) so each participant must end their



transmissions or series of transmissions with their call sign. FCC regulation in 97.119
requires a station's “assigned call sign on its transmitting channel at the end of each
communication, and at least every 10 minutes during a communication.” That means you
sign your call at the end of an exchange during a net unless you'll be transmitting
again within ten minutes. Your call sign goes at the end — even if you identified
yourself at the start of your transmission.

8. The FCC allows for indicators to be sent with a call sign, such as “Late WIIN” or “ORN”
or “portable” as long as the indicator is separated from the call with a “slant” or similar
use. So “N9VC going to Early WIN” would be correct. So would “WI9RNA no traffic.”
What would not meet the rule would be a long check in or comment which did not end
with an assigned call sign. The call sign still has to go last.

9. Net controls have been very good about asking for help from specific stations instead
of just asking the net for help from anyone since that can often cause doubling and
confusion. There's no shame in asking for a repeat or relay. We're fighting poor
propagation together.

10. To the end of May, our section nets have had 133,106 check-ins who handled 20,244
messages in 961 sessions.

We would be remiss if we did not use this chance to express our sincere gratitude to our
section manager, Jason Spetz, KCOFXE, for his untiring efforts in representing and serving
everyone in this section. His retirement as SM begins at the end of the month. Jason's gift to
us of genuine leadership based on good communications throughout the section; his difficult
but necessary appointment decisions; and his accessibility at meetings, swapfests, and nets
will always be treasured. His thoughtful and measured decisions have made us proud of our
section and of him. Thanks, Jason, and we look forward to working with you in any other roles
you choose.

NOVC : ASTM Report: Don't forget to turn on your speech processor. We aim for
communications quality audio — not studio quality. VE1AAC is still off the air. We cut back on
generating because of problems with search sites. Jason truly earned our respect as out
SM.

N9VC: MBO JAN THRU MAY--18,307 messages passed through the board.
AVG PER MONTH 3661 for the five months.

BWN Report — AG9G Delegate — Daily morning net (5:30-7:15) has NCS positions filled for
each day. Generally, the net sees 37 stations and 45-48 messages per session. Average time
is 105 minutes.

BEN Report NX9K/NM - In the last three months there were 908 stations, 621 messages, in
1328 minutes of 92 sessions. Grand totals are (January — May) stations 1597; traffic 1108
time 2314 minutes in 151 sessions. Thanks to all for doing a great job..

WSBN Report AGOG/NM —WNA/WSBN Report Mar Apr May 2026 Thanks to the following:
All stations who take time to participate in the WSBN. Stations who take traffic and deliver
the messages to their final destination. The Heavy Haulers and other stations who bring traffic



to the WSBN. N9VC and K9LGU for assisting as liaison stations for traffic going to WIN/E.
The following dedicated Net Control Stations who do a great job running the WSBN each
evening: N9VC, KC9FXE, KBO9GO, WBIOWKO, AC9F, NX9K, K9STN, KOLGU, and KBOCBL.

The following are the statistics for the WSBN for March, April, May 2026
QNI QTC QTR Sessions

Mar 501 166 660 31

Apr 402 110 618 30

May 412 197 555 31

Total 1315 473 1833 92

Average per session Checkins 14 Traffic 5 Time 20 mins

WSSN KBO9ROB/NM — Net meets at 6 PM local time as the first daily CW net of the section
on 3555.. This net is very consistent month-to-month and day to day in check-ins, traffic, and
time. It displays an example of how CW traffic is handled and welcomes all.

Statistics for May,2026 QNI 154 QTC 52 QTR 385 minutes

WIN/E WBOICH/NM - Larry pointed out that Early WIN March-May saw slight seasonal
reductions in checkins and traffic. Open invitation is extended to all to participate — please.
More liaisons needed for SSB to CW and WIN to 9RN.

WIN/L WORTP/NM — NO REPORT
ARES/RACES HF Net — K9STN/NM —

The Wisconsin ARES/RACES HF Net operates weekly at 0800 Sunday Mornings on 3.967
MHz.

Attendance for operators is down to averaging nine check ins per week. Dennis K9LGU WI
Traffic Manager brings a formal message each Sunday and provides training on the subject
and message handling.

Stan K9STN brings traffic for training once per month on average.

We are looking at ways to improve attendance. Jason KC9FXE Section Manager suggested
we publish net subjects in advance. This way operators in attendance can have answers to
subjects and questions ready instead of trying to come up in a minute or so for an answer.
We are now forwarding the upcoming months subjects to Jason to publish in the Wisconsin
ARRL Newsletter.

We will be putting together a poll to all WI ARES/RACES members on what would attract
them to the net. For example different time, different subjects, and other items will be listed
along with an open suggestion block so members can suggest how to improve the net.

ARES/RACES VHF Net — NO REPORT

ARES/RACES DIGITAL Net — NO REPORT

OLD BUSINESS — NONE

NEW BUSINESS — Comments were invited from visitors.

ADJOURNMENT ( KB9ROB, AG9G) Carried. Meeting adjourned at 4:37 PM.



