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FAQ #300 We'll review shortly.
The Long and Short of It

Shorts. We avoid them in electronics. We wear them in summer. When William
Shakespeare's Polonius said, "Brevity is the soul of wit," it was ironically part of a long
speech, but the point is well taken. Of course we don't want to “be short” with anyone, but
we admire the person who can pound a nail, complete a round of golf, or live the longest
with the fewest strokes. And, in traffic nets, such efficiency is treasured as well.

Here are a few operating techniques that can make nets and traffic handling faster and
easier.

1. Whenyou checkin to a phone net, give the NCS's call; pause to listen; then give
your call. That pause is important.

2. Use standard ITU phonetics to spell out uncommon words or homonyms when
conditions call for it.

3. Write your own formal messages in the fewest words; use the ARRL Numbered
Radiograms.

4. When sending a message with voice, pause and listen at the right places so the
receiver can interrupt for help.

5. During a net, if you have a relay or something to add, say your call first, get
recognized by the NCS, and then go ahead with your information.

6. If anet control asks forinformal comments, be succinct. Don't ramble. Notes help.
Leave the listeners with one good thought.

Being pithy (no, | don't lisp) in what you transmit doesn't mean you have to be less friendly
or cordial in your operation. There are times to be relaxed and times to concentrate on
efficiency. A good operator should know both. And an STM should know when to be brief,
too. 73. KOLGU / STM
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